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In keeping with a tradition established by President George H.W. Bush, American presidents 

have since the 1990s designated the month of November as a time to honor Native Americans 

and celebrate their diverse cultures and histories. The current U.S. President has followed this 

practice, but has also proclaimed November as National American History and Founders Month. 

 

We, the members of TCU’s Native and Indigenous Student Association (NISA), affirm the 

President’s stated desire “to build a more educated citizenry” and “to develop a deeper 

understanding of our American story.” We also view with deep concern the creation of another 

observance during the month of November that will potentially take attention from the nation’s 

celebration of Native Americans and their diverse cultures and histories. NISA celebrates the 

many good and beneficial accomplishments of the United States, but we also acknowledge that 

Native Americans have paid a high price for them. 

 

While the presidential proclamation celebrates the good efforts of the United States in 

“promoting liberty and justice over the evil forces of oppression and indignity,” we are mindful 

of the millions of Native Americans who were killed by European and American efforts to 

promote this liberty and justice. We also remember those Native peoples who were subjected to 

efforts to destroy their cultures, communities, and languages, forcing them to convert to 

Christianity, while criminalizing the practice of their traditional spiritualities, all in the name of 

liberty and justice. Even though Native Americans continue to face diverse threats to their 

peoples, cultures, and communities, they have proven resilient.  

 

While the presidential proclamation honors the American accomplishments over the last 243 

years, we respectfully honor the Indigenous peoples of the Americas who have lived and thrived 

here for thousands of years. We especially honor those who during the previous 243 years lived, 

survived, and now continue building with their cultures and communities. 

 

We respectfully request that TCU and all other Americans take steps to ensure that “a deeper 

understanding of our American story” includes all aspects of the story. The presidential 

proclamation asserts, “To continue to advance liberty and prosperity, we must ensure the next 

generation of leaders is steeped in the proud history of our country.” As TCU prepares the next 

generation of leaders, we ask that its classes, programs, and conducting of business will always 

be committed to the complete history of our country, which includes Native American 

sufferings, survival, contributions, and successes.  

 

 

 

 

https://www.whitehouse.gov/presidential-actions/presidential-proclamation-national-native-american-heritage-month-2019/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/presidential-actions/presidential-proclamation-national-american-history-founders-month-2019/

